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In early February Dr. Peer Sieben,
the UNFPA Country Director visited
Belarus. Within the framework
of the visit Dr. Sieben met with senior
officials of the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, Ministry of Health and Ministry
of Labor and Social Protection.
The UNFPA Country Director has shared
his impressions with the UN Bulletin
correspondent.
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BEE-THE-BROOM AND UNICEF
FULFILL CHILDREN'S WISHES
On 28 January the closing ceremony
of the All-Belarusian Children and Youth
Creative Competition "Say "YES"
for Children" held by the United Nations
Children's Fund was held in the National
Museum of the History and Culture
of Belarus...

Every developing and
transition country
is expected
to produce at least one
national report
on the progress
towards the Millennium
Development Goals
by 2004…
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In January 2003 two missions of the World Bank
worked in Belarus. The first
mission led by Joana Godinho
discussed with the Belarusian
government the forms and
sources of funding for the TB/
AIDS Project. The second mission led by Mr. John Litvak
held a series of meetings with
the representatives of the government ministries and agencies, Parliament and the President's Administration to discuss the ways of enhancing efficiency of government expenditures with the social policy being given a high priority. There was another mission consisting of IMF experts
that worked in Minsk at the beginning of February. IMF
recommendations are summarized at page 10 of the Bulletin. Pages 11-12 will give a coverage of the UNFPA new
Country Director Mr. Peer Sieben's visit to Belarus and
the trip of the Belarusian representative to Romania to
attend the UNFPA regional meeting. As usual, the Bulletin
will also provide information about the UN current projects
in Belarus, about the contests that have been completed
or announced as well as about other interesting events.
In October-December 2002 the UNDP project "Application of International Instruments" was implemented
in Belarus. The project was aimed at establishing a framework for initial discussion and subsequent introduction
into judicial practices of the international standards of
law, sovereignty and independence of judicial power and
the principle of the unlimited right of legal defense. A
number of concrete activities have been carried out with
the purpose of improving the current legislation and practices based on the humanitarian standards of justice intended to defend the interests of law in the light of justice and freedom, equality and progressive development
of mankind.
In the UN Bulletin ¹ 5 (2002) we told about the national conference "The Issues of Sentencing to Deprivation of Liberty and Execution of Custodial Sentence in the
Context of Further Liberalization of Penal Policy" which
was organized in November within the framework of the
project. The Conference gave an impetus to the elaboration of comprehensive changes and amendments of the
Belarusian legislation on crime prevention. At present the
UNDP program participants are also involved in drafting
the relevant changes. We discussed with them the outcomes of the project.
More on page 9
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On 29 January the Belarusian Confederation of Industrialists and
Entrepreneurs jointly with the International Labor Organization (ILO) held a
conference “Social Dialogue in Belarus: Practices, Problems, Prospects”.
Among the participants were the representatives of the Belarusian employers;
the officials of the Ministry of Labor and Social Protection and trade union
activists took part as observers.
In January-February 2003 two-day workshops “Women’s Leadership in Local
Self-Governance” were held in six cities of Belarus: Minsk, Grodno, Vitebsk,
Gomel, Baranovichi and Bobruisk. Workshops were organized for womencandidates in local elections as part of the UNDP project “Support to Expanding
Public Space for Women in Belarus”. The agenda included lectures
“Representation of Women in Politics”, “Local Self-Governance: Development
Prospects and Current Specifics in Belarus and the EU member-states”, “Local
Elections in the Light of the Electorate Code of the Republic of Belarus” and
trainings “Team Work”, “PR-Technologies of the Election Campaign” as well as
a master-class “Presentation Technique”.

Training for five members of the
Minsk-based team of the mobile
point for needle exchange was organized in the “Humanitarian Effort” association in St. Petersburg
from 27 January to 1 February
2003 within the framework of the
UNDP, UNAIDS and the Republican
AIDS Prevention Center joint
project “HIV Prevention through
Improved Complex of Services to
IDUs”.
AGENDA

The World Health Organization (WHO) mission visited Belarus from 27 to 31
January as part of technical assistance to the national immunization program.
The mission included Dr. John Spika and Dr. Chinara Aidyralieva, medical
specialists of the WHO Regional Office for Europe. They met with the officials
of the Ministry of Health, heads of the immunization laboratories and other
health professionals responsible for immunization and prevention of measles
and rubella.

THERE WAS
SOMETHING
THE BELARUSIANS
COULD LEARN
IN ST. PETERSBURG

A training workshop “Gender Stereotypes of the Belarusian media” was held
in January at the Faculty of Journalism of the Belarusian State University. It
covered the issues of “gender-correct style”. A training program was developed
specially for journalists and is unique for Belarus. About forty journalists working
for the national and regional media participated in the workshop.
On 12 February the UNDP project “Preparation of the National Development
Strategy” jointly with the US Embassy Resource Center held the first round of
presentations covering the issues of information support of sustainable
development processes. The representatives of the government agencies,
non-governmental associations, universities and media participated in the event.
Within the framework of the project it is expected to hold a number of training
workshops and seminars.
The UN-sponsored exhibition of the
works-winners of the contest of photos and
photo posters dedicated to the International
Year of Freshwater was held from 14
February to 1 March in the Minsk Palace of
Children and Youth. Among the participants
of the contest were photo studios and
individual photographers depicting the
beauty of the Belarusian rivers and lakes.
On 15-16 February the Sport and Rehabilitation Center “Raubichy” hosted
the conference “International Legal Protection of the National Communities”
organized by the non-governmental association “Human Rights Center”. The
discussions focused on legal aspects of the protection of the national
communities, including the problems of refugees in Belarus. Presentations
were made by the representatives of the Committee on Religions and
Nationalities, the Constitutional Court, the Office of the United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees, the Department of Public Information of the UN
Office in Belarus and other agencies.
To facilitate the integration of the Belarusian economy to the world market
and to ensure protection of consumers from the purchase and use of
environmentally dangerous products, the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Environmental Protection and the UN Office in Belarus with the support of the
Committee for Standartization, Metrology and Certification under the Council
of Ministers announced a contest for the development of the best ecological
“mark” which will be introduced as the standard for the Republic of Belarus.
It will be used to identify products, which meet national environmental
standards.. The contest is open for all interested. The results will be announced
in May and the environmental mark will be published in the media. An award
ceremony will be held on 5 June, on World Environment Day. The winner will
get a certificate and a bonus worth of 500 USD. Further details about the
terms of the contest and the application are available at the site of the UN
Office in Belarus at: www.un.minsk.by.
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The Belarusians participated in the
training workshop “Practical Skills of
Working in the Mobile Point for Needle
Exchange Within Harm Reduction Program” which was organized within the
framework of the harm reduction project
implemented in St. Petersburg. The workshop consisted of both theoretical studies and practical exercise. Every participant was trained in practical methods of
city-based outreach work. Such outreach
is used by the teams of the “special bus
for HIV prevention among injecting drug
users”, “the microbus on HIV and STIs
prevention among women-sex workers”,
and the project “Street Children”.
Tatyana Semenova, Project Consultant:
— The team of the St. Petersburg bus
for syringe exchange includes a psychologist, medical assistant, social worker
and a driver. Team members are very
friendly to the visitors and can give advice on many issues. If necessary, any
team members can do the work of the
colleague, they can take pride in professional collaboration. The work of the microbus team of the project “Prevention
of HIV/STIs among Women-sex Workers”
deserves high appraisal. They have a
well-sorted route and preparatory investigation is conducted by outreach workers in a very professional way. The visitors of the buses are provides with syringes, condoms and also hygienic tissues and cotton wool, which is a right
approach, in my opinion.
More on page 8
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UN NEWS WIRE

The United Nations Millennium Declaration is a landmark document for a new
century. Adopted at the Millennium Summit — held from 6 to 8 September 2000
in New York — it reflects the concerns
of 147 heads of State and Government,
and 191 nations in total, who participated in this largest-ever gathering of world
leaders.

MILLENNIUM
DECLARATION
…We, heads of State and Government, have gathered
at United Nations Headquarters in New York from 6 to
8 September 2000, at the dawn of a new millennium,
to reaffirm our faith in the Organization and its Charter
as indispensable foundations of a more peaceful,
prosperous and just world.
…We consider certain fundamental values to be
essential to international relations in the twenty first
century. These include:

F

reedom. Men and women have the right to live
their lives and raise their children in dignity, free
from hunger and from the fear of violence,
oppression or injustice. Democratic and participatory
governance based on the will of the people best assures
these rights.
AGENDA
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quality. No individual and no nation must be
denied the opportunity to benefit from
development. The equal rights and opportunities
of women and men must be assured.

This Declaration was
developed over months
of talks, with consideration given to the regional hearings and Millennium Forum that allowed people’s voices to
be heard. I am pleased
to see that many of the
commitments and targets I suggested in my
Millennium Report have
been included.
My intention in proposing the Summit was
to harness the symbolic
power of the Millennium
to the real needs of people everywhere. In listening to the world leaders and reading the Declaration they adopted, I
was struck by the remarkable convergence
of views on the challenges we face, and by the
urgency of their call to
action.
The leaders have set
specific targets to halve
the proportion of people
who live in extreme poverty, to provide clean
water and basic education for all, to reverse
the spread of HIV/AIDS
and to reach other development goals. They
have called for strengthening United Nations
peace operations, so
that vulnerable commu-

nities can count on us in
their hour of need. And
they have asked us to
fight injustice and inequalities, terror and
crime, and to protect our
common heritage, the
earth, for future generations.
In the Declaration, the
world leaders have given clear directions for
adapting this Organization to the new century.
They are concerned,
rightly, with the effectiveness of the United
Nations. They want action and, above all, results. For my part, I rededicate myself and my
staff to carrying out this
mandate.
But ultimately, it is the
leaders themselves who
are the United Nations.
It lies within their power, and therefore it is
their responsibility, to
reach the goals that they
have defined. To them,
and to their constituents,
the people of the world,
I say: only you can determine whether the
United Nations rises to
the challenge.
Kofi Annan
UN SecretaryGeneral

olidarity. Global challenges must be managed
in a way that distributes the costs and burdens
fairly in accordance with basic principles of equity
and social justice. Those who suffer or who benefit least
deserve help from those who benefit most.
olerance. Human beings must respect one other,
in all their diversity of belief, culture and language.
Differences within and between societies should
be neither feared nor repressed, but cherished as a precious
asset of humanity. A culture of peace and dialogue among
all civilizations should be actively promoted.

R

espect for nature. Prudence must be shown
in the management of all living species and
natural resources, in accordance with the
precepts of sustainable development. Only in this way
can the immeasurable riches provided to us by nature be
preserved and passed on to our descendants. The current
unsustainable patterns of production and consumption
must be changed in the interest of our future welfare and
that of our descendants.

S

hared responsibility. Responsibility for
managing worldwide economic and social
development, as well as threats to international
peace and security, must be shared among the nations of
the world and should be exercised multilaterally. As the
most universal and most representative organization in the
world, the United Nations must play the central role.

MILLENNIUM
MILLENNIUM
DEVELOPMENT
DEVELOPMENT GOALS
GOALS
Goal 1. Eradicate extreme poverty and hunger
Target 1

Reduce by half the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day.

Target 2

Reduce by half the proportion of people who
suffer from hunger.

Goal 2. Achieve universal primary education
Target 3

Ensure that all boys and girls complete a full
course of primary schooling.

Goal 3. Promote gender equality and empower
women
Target 4

Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at
all levels by 2015.

Reduce by two thirds the mortality rate among
children under five.

Goal 5. Improve maternal health

Adopting the Millennium Declaration the UN member
states took stock of the gross inequalities in human development worldwide and recognized “their collective responsibility to uphold the principles of human dignity,
equality and equity at the global level”. In addition to
declaring their support for freedom, democracy and human rights, they set eight goals for development and
poverty eradication, to be achieved by 2015. They are
officially refereed to as Millennium Development Goals
(MDGs). For each of eight goals relevant targets and
indicators were determined (see the table), which allow
to quantitatively monitor the progress in their achievement. For the purpose of monitoring the normal baseline year is 1990.
The progress towards the Millenium Development
Goals will be monitored at the global and country levels.
At the global level the UN Secretary-General will report
on annual basis and present comprehensive report each
five years. Every developing and transition country is
expected to produce at least one national report on
the progress towards the Millennium Development
Goals by 2004.
The MDG country reports will supply frequent updates on a country-by-country basis towards attainment
of the Goals. They will serve as unique benchmarks to
analyze trends and to identify achievement, challenges
and obstacles.
Producing the MDG country reports is a way to foster
and focus public debate at the national and sub-national
level on specific development priorities, which in turn will
trigger action – in terms of policy reforms, institutional
change and resource allocation.
The main premise of the reports is to do:
 Move the Millennium commitments from the global
to the local level.
 Create the necessary links between global target setting and national priority setting.
 Re-energize a broad political constituency to accelerate the progress towards the Goals.
 Generate public awareness, scholarship and debate
for action around the development challenges of our times.
 Build alliances across and within the countries, working with national governments, civil society, the private sector, international financial institutions and other development
partners.

Target 6

Reduce by three quarters the maternal mortality ratio.

Goal 6. Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases
Target 7

Halt and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/
AIDS.

Target 8

Halt and begin to reverse the incidence of
malaria and other major diseases.

Goal 7. Ensure environmental sustainability
Target 9

Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources.

Target 10

Reduce by half the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water.

Target 11

Achieve significant improvement in lives of at
least 100 million slum dwellers, by 2020.

Goal 8. Develop a global partnership for development
Target 12

Develop further an open trading and financial system that is rule–based, predictable
and non–discriminatory. Includes a commitment to good governance, development and
poverty reduction—nationally and internationally.

...Target 16 In cooperation with the developing countries,
develop decent and productive work for
youth.
Target 17

In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable essential
drugs in developing countries.

Target 18

In cooperation with the private sector, make
available the benefits of new technologies—
especially information and communications
technologies.

More information on the MDGs can be found at the UN
web-site at: http://www.un.org/millenniumgoals/
index.html
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Goal 4. Reduce child mortality

«WHEN PEOPLE TALK, THEY UNDERSTAND EACH OTHER»
21 February — International Mother Language Day

AGENDA

A culture of peace can only flourish where people enjoy
the right to use their mother language fully and freely in
all the various situations of their lives. Over the past three
centuries, languages have died out and disappeared at a
dramatic and steadily increasing pace. Today, about half
of the 6,000 or so languages spoken in the world are
under threat.

January • February • 2003
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Following a proposal made by Bangladesh, UNESCO established
International Mother Language Day in 1999. The date chosen was 21st
February in commemoration of the movement in which five students
died in on this date in 1952 defending recognition of Bangla as a state
language of the former Pakistan, the eastern part of which became later
the independent state of Bangladesh.
According to the recent census data, 74,5 % of the 10 million people living in Belarus regard the Belarusian as their native language.
However, the monitoring conducted by the Linguistic Commission of
the Belarusian Helsinki Committee suggests that the Belarusian language is facing certain difficulties as it is rarely used as the language
of official documents and records, and it is not used by officials. According to the Helsinki Committee,
program aimed at promotion and
Language Martyrs’ Monument, development of the Belarusian lanDhaka, Bangladesh guage are inadequate while the
Russian language still dominates
at TV channels, in adverts and
street posters. International Mother Language Day aims at promoting linguistic diversity and multilingual education, and at raising
awareness of linguistic and cultural traditions based on understanding, tolerance and dialogue.

«Spanish-speaking countries have a saying
«Hablando, se entiende la gente», which can be
translated as “When people talk, they understand
each other”. Very often in our daily life we treat the
language that we speak as something natural. The
language has become such an important part of our life
and originality, our thoughts and behaviour that
sometimes we forget about its major role in establishing
contacts and building up understanding.
Out of all the languages spoken in the world, the
most important language for our emotional and cognitive
development is the language that we use to express our
first perception of the world, to find understanding with
the parents, the family, our friends and the school. This
is the language of our childhood, our intricate family
experience and first relationships in the society.
Celebrating the International Mother Language Day
we pay tribute to the varieties of languages existing in
the world as well as to the cultures they represent…»
Koichiro Matsuura,
UNESCO’s Director-General

European Roma have living standards
comparable with the poorest African regions
In January in Brussels, the capital of Belgium, the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) has released a report “Avoiding the Dependency
Trap” which deals with
the situation of the
Roma in the Central and Eastern European countries. This is the first comprehensive UNDP report which addresses
the situation of the largest ethnic minority of Europe – the Roma. The current
number of the Roma living in the European region is estimated from 4 to 5
million people. The report findings are
based on the survey of 5.034 Roma living in Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia and the Czech Republic.
According to the report, availability of
food, quality of nutrition, level of literacy
and the rate of infant mortality in the Roma
population are nearly the same as the rates
in the poorest African regions despite the
fact that the Roma live in a wealthy and
prosperous Europe. The UNDP report
claims that about half of the surveyed Roma
do not have a job and every sixth respondent is starving. Only 60 percent of the
households have access to running water

and sanitation facilities are available in less
than 50 percent of the Roma houses. Only
one third of the respondents finished primary school and only 1 (!) percent of the
surveyed Roma studied in the universities.
Irex/ProMedia

According to the various estimates,
the number of the Roma living in
Belarus ranges from ten to fifty
thousand people (according to the
data of the 1999 census). Two thirds
of the Roma live in urban areas. The
statistical data suggests that only 20%
of the Roma children attend preschool facilities and schools. As a rule,
the Roma have no regular employment
preferring temporary or seasonal
work. As a result, the unemployment
rate in adult population is fairly high.

As for the Western assistance for addressing the problems of the European
Roma, the report has concluded that despite significant allocations earmarked for
these purposes, the money has not been
properly used. As a result, 91% of the
Roma can hardly name a single non-governmental association which they regard
as reliable. 79% of the Roma have no
idea about the targeted programs intended to outreach the Roma population. Finally, only 8 % of the Roma believe that now they are better-off compared to the “communist times” while
70% of the respondents are convinced
that in the past their life was much better. “The international community should
look at the problems of the Roma in terms
of perspective development and should
undertake the relevant measures to provide the Roma with educational and employment rights which are equal to those
enjoyed by other people in any country,
— said Kalman Mizsei, UNDP Director for
Europe and the Commonwealth of Independent States, who supervised collection of the relevant data and preparation
of the report. — In the European Union
the Roma should be treated as equal
partners contributing to the patchwork
of the European cultures”.

UN HEADLINES
UN
HEADLINES FOR
FOR BELARUS
BELARUS

For the 35th time
schoolchildren
modeled the UN

Photo by V. Radivinovski

The 35th Annual Conference of the Haague
International United Nations Model was held on
27-31 January in the Netherlands. More than 4
thousand schoolchildren from different countries
participated in the Conference, which is a “role
play” model of the United Nations. The country a
school child ends up representing is traditionally
chosen by lots.
A group of 14 children from New Zealand,
Argentina, Spain and other countries played the
role of Belarus at the conference. Schoolchildren
discussed the most pressing issues of the
international policy such as a possibility of combat
actions in Iraq, Palestine-Israel conflict, nuclear
programs of the North Korea and some others.

The fourth meeting of the Working Group on Belarus’ Accession to the World Trade Organization (WTO) was held on 24 January in Geneva. The participants continued the discussion of Belarus’ foreign trade regime and identified the perspectives of further talks on Belarus’ accession to the WTO.
Prior to the meeting, the third round of bilateral talks with WTO
member-states was held. It focused on the access of the Belarusian goods and services to the markets. The Belarusian delegation had meetings with the delegations of Australia, Bulgaria, Cuba,
Latvia, Switzerland and USA. The parties discussed a broad range
of issues related to Belarus’ commitments on customs tariffs and
the terms of foreign suppliers’ access to the market of services.
Within the framework of talks the special sitting of the World
Trade Organization was held. It focused on the detailed review of
the agricultural sector support measures in Belarus. On 23 January Mr. Andrey Kobyakov, Head of the Belarusian Delegation/
Deputy Prime Minister had a meeting with Mr. Supachai Panitchpakdi, WTO Director-General.
The Belarusian delegation expressed willingness to continue
constructive collaboration with WTO member-states in view of
accelerating Belarus’ integration into the world trade system. It is
expected that in 2003 the Belarusian delegation will hold a number of meetings with the delegations of WTO member-states to
continue discussions of the terms of Belarus’ accession to this
organization. In the opinion of the Belarusian delegation, the priority consideration should be given to the establishment of a solid basis for further trade and economic development of Belarus.

Chernobyl impacts
discussed in Vienna
The inaugural conference of the International Research Forum on Chernobyl was held in the International Atomic Energy
Agency (IAEA) Headquarters in Vienna from 3 to 5 February 2003.
The objective of the Forum was to assess environmental and
health impacts of the Chernobyl accident.
Mr. Mohamed El-Baradei, IAEA Director-General and Mr. Kenzo Oshima, Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs
and UN Coordinator of International Cooperation on Chernobyl
made the opening addresses. Among the participants of the
meeting were the officials of the three affected countries (Belarus, Russia, Ukraine) and representatives of the influential
international organizations such as the International Atomic Energy Agency, the World Health Organization, the United Nations Development Program, the UN Food and Agriculture Organization, the United Nations Environment Program and the
World Bank.
The major focuses of the Forum were the following:
 review of the current scientific estimates of long-term health
and environmental impacts of the Chernobyl accident;
 identification of the missing data in view of organizing additional research;
 elaboration of the concerted recommendations on rehabilitation efforts including development and implementation of joint
projects.
As a follow-up to the Forum it is intended to organize in mid2004 a conference of the international organizations and donorcountries with the purpose of elaborating the strategy of further
mitigation efforts and mobilization of financial resources.
Upon completion of the inaugural conference, on 6-7 February the IAEA Headquarters hosted a meeting of experts of
the IAEA regional technical cooperation project «Long-term
Strategy of Countermeasures and Exposure Monitoring in the
Chernobyl-affected Rural Areas». The project budget is about
3 million USD.

BELARUS AT THE UN

The Seventh Session of the Conference on Investments, Technologies and Related Issues of the
UN Conference on Trade and Development
(UNCTAD) was held in Geneva on 20-24 January
2003. Vladimir Malevich, Deputy Plenipotentiary of
the Permanent Mission of Belarus to the UN Office
and Other International Organizations based in Geneva was elected the Chairman of the Session.
The Session focused on various issues of investment policy of different countries and the international investment agreements. Participating delegations shared experience of pursuing national investment policies and exchanged opinions on the efficiency of employing several mechanisms of regulating investments and improving the investment climate. The participants discussed an annual analytical report of the UNCTAD «The 2002 World Investment Report» dedicated to the performance of multinational corporations and the recent trends of their
development.
Belarus has traditionally been an active participant of the Commission. Within the framework of
the latest meeting the Belarusian panel informed
about the changes of the investment legislation of
the country and the Belarusian Government Action
Program on Raising Investments for 2003. At present
the Secretariat of the UN Conference on Trade and
Development is drafting the review of Belarus’ investment policy, which will be then submitted to the
Commission.

Belarus seeks
WTO membership
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Increasing Foreign
Investments to meet
national development
needs

PROJECTS
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The implementation of
the new joint project of the
United Nations Development Program and the
Government of Belarus
“Community Level Dialogue
and Partnerships to Reduce the Impact of Enterprise Restructuring on Poverty and Unemployment”
started in September 2002.
The expected duration of
the project is one year; its
principal objective is to prevent the growth of unemployment and poverty and
to mitigate social tension in
the city where it is intended to launch restructuring
of a city-forming enterprise
(according to the Belarusian classification, the enterprise is regarded as
“city-forming” if it provides
employment to over 25% of
economically active city
dwellers). In the opinion of
the project team, the objective can be achieved
only through the establishment of a social dialogue
and development of the
agenda of joint actions of
the central and local authorities, enterprise management and employees,
job placement centers,
business associations and
business support institutions.
 Project implementing agency — The Employment Department of
the Ministry of Labor and
Social Protection of the
Republic of Belarus
 Pilot site of the
project — The “Neman”
Glass Plant (the town of
Berezovka, the Lidsky rayon of the Grodno oblast)

Following a call for proposals announced by the
UNDP, 16 applications
competing for the status of
the project site have been
submitted. Four applications have been pre-qualified: the Kossovskaya Furniture Factory, the Obolsky
Ceramic Plant, JSC “Mostovdrev” and the “Neman”
Glass Plant. After lengthy
discussions preference
was given to the Glass
Plant. “Neman” holds the
third place in CIS by household glass-ware output and

The project can be regarded as useful if it
helps some people in Berezovka to better cope
with the changing economic situation. The
project will be more useful if its outcome can
affect the future of the whole city.

SOCIAL “PARACHUTE”
FOR CITY-FORMING

ENTERPRISE

provides employment to
over half of the workingage dwellers of Berezovka
(with the population of 12
thousand people).
— We have decided to
take part
in
the
competition because the
project is
unusual,
—
said
Bronislav
RUNETS,
Director
of the “Neman” Glass
Plant. — Secondly, we had
also been trying to address
the problem of restructuring in a socially responsible way and when we compared our plans with the
project schemes we noticed that they were very
close. It is very important
because out joint efforts

would help us to find an
appropriate solution much
quicker.
In September 2003
the “Neman” Glass
Plant will celebrate its
120 th anniversary. In
1883 landlord Lensky
set up glass production
in Berezovka. Today
the “Neman” products
are well-known outside
Belarus. “Neman” exports household glassware to 14 countries including Germany, USA,
Greece, France, Russia
and Italy.
— At present 4200 people are employed at the
plant, — said Bronislav Runets. — In 2002 we cut
down the number of employees by 153 people,
mainly retirees. This year
we intend to dismiss addi-

tional fifty people. However, given the current output we would need to discharge about 500 people
within the next couple of
years. We will have to do
that for efficiency reasons
as it is the basis for successful performance of any
enterprise.
Forthcoming restructuring will primarily affect
workers dealing with crystal processing. They will
need to learn how to produce glass instead.. In December 2002 we installed
a new facility for producing colorless glass with the
capacity of up to three tons
a day, but we don’t have
qualified staff to operate it.
It means that those dealing with crystal processing
will have to train for a new
job. It is obviously easier to
master new skills when you
are 18 – 25 years old, but
we have workers who are
over 40 and 50… Therefore, the key goal of our
joint project with the UNDP
is to mitigate to the greatest extent possible the impacts of job change. And it
is not longer important
whether they will work at
the glass plant or, say, in a
private firm.
For example, at present
about one hundred forty individual businessmen are
registered in Berezovka.
But none of them would
sell glass, they complain
that business environment
is not friendly enough. We
are ready to offer favorable
terms, to set lower purchasing prices for them :–
just start! As far as I know,
the position of local authorities is very friendly…
Within the framework of
the UNDP project it is expected to organize a number of “round tables” on
private business development in Berezovka and a
series of training workshops on the basics of
business. A two-stage
workshop has been already
held and the experts from
the International Labor Organization trained project
participants in the technique of socially responsible restructuring and also
offered their vision of possible solutions.
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— We expect that the negative social impacts of
implementation of the enterprise reform and to
project will result in es- earmark resources for
tablishing a mechanism implementing transforfor mitigating socially mations of this kind.
negative impacts of reAccording to Bronislav
structuring, — said Taicia Runets, corporatization of
Eletskih, UNDP Project the “Neman” is scheduled
M a n a g e r . — I n t e r i m for 2003; the first steps
Working Group has been h a v e b e e n d o n e . T h e
set up at the plant. It con- UNDP project is ready to
sists of the enterprise provide consultative sermanagers and employ- vices to the enterprise.
ees, representatives of The Minsk-based “Alpina
l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , j o b Consult” company was
placement service and presented at the meeting
business support institu- of the Working Group in
tions who
January.
are devel“Alpina
The need of urgent reoping
a structuring and upgrad- Consult” is
joint action
a winner of
ing of the Belarusian inagenda to
a tender
dustrial enterprises is one
minimize
for providof the top issues of the
potential
ing servicn e g a t i v e Government agenda. The es on diagreform of industrial secimpact of
nosing the
enterprise tor, however, is delayed enterprise
because there’s still no
restructurweaknesssolution to the problem of
ing.
As
es and deexcessive labor force rethere are
veloping a
leased as a result of enover
30
crisis manterprise restructuring.
towns in
agement
Belarus
strategy.
with mono-production
— In general I am quite
structure, the project ex- happy with the project
perience will be very use- work, — said the Director
ful for many other Belaru- of the Glass Plant. — The
sian enterprises and set- only thing I would like to
tlements in which they are ask the UNDP experts is
located.
to go beyond the develO n e o f t h e p r o j e c t opment of purely theoretcomponents would in- ical recommendations
volve the development of a n d s u m m a r i e s . W e
a clear mechanism of would like to get concrete
joint actions and compre- proposals: what, when
hensive measures ac- and how we should do. At
ceptable for all partici- the moment I am conpants of a dialogue, in- vinced that we will get a
cluding concrete recom- concrete outcome.
mendations on such isBased on the results of
sues as social partnership the joint project of the
capacity building in the UNDP and the Governprocess of restructuring, ment of Belarus, in auaddressing social infra- tumn it is expected to
structure issues, creation hold a republican meetof broader opportunities ing for discussing the
for alternative employ- ways of replicating the
ment and self-employ- positive experience of the
ment, encouragement of project in other regions of
small business and fami- t h e c o u n t r y w h i l e a d ly firms. It is also impor- dressing similar probtant that the agenda of lems. The UN Bulletin will
joint actions should be follow the progress of the
fully in line with the pro- project and will brief the
grams of social and eco- readers about its results.
nomic development of
P.S. The author would
the town and region. This like to thank Nadezhda
would allow the local au- Matskevich, UNDP Project
thorities to strengthen Consultant in Berezovka
potential for preventing for her kind assistance.

Photos by S. Denisenko

THERE
THERE WAS
WAS SOMETHING
SOMETHING THE
THE BELARUSIANS
BELARUSIANS
COULD
COULD LEARN
LEARN IN
IN ST.
ST. PETERSBURG
PETERSBURG
Continued from page 1
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Artur Tezhik, outreach manager:
— General impression is very good:
the buses have proper equipment for
mobile outreach work, team members
are very professional. They told us
about the ways of informing and inviting drug users. They also shared their
experience of gaining trust of the clients and methods of settling conflicts
between drug users that could spring
up in a bus.
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— In St. Petersburg we were
given training materials such as a
video about the work of the bus,
booklets, brochures, monitoring
and accounting documents, — said
Anastasiya
K a m l y k ,
Project Mana g e r . — We
discussed the
issues related
to the psychological climate
in the mobile
bus team with
Anna Mazyr, a psychologist of the bus.
We also visited a number of partners
of the mobile bus. For example, we discussed collaboration of health facili-

ties and project teams in the Infection Disease Hospital named after
Botkin. Medical doctors of this hos-

pital have been involved from the very
beginning. This allows to hospitalize a
drug user directly from a bus if a doctor believes it is necessary to do that.
Also, when having a reference
from the bus team members, a
drug user can visit an infection
disease specialist and narcologist of the Botkin Hospital. Such
approach
builds up
confidence
in relations
between

the project
team and clients. Therefore visits are
very frequent
and there’s a strong demand for
harm reduction services.
The meeting at the Security Department of the Vyborgsky district
of St. Petersburg focused on the
information and educational work with the
staff of law enforcement agencies. Psychologists Evgeniya Sukhotskaya and
Elena Fau briefed the participants about
its main pillars. There’s a strong need
to raise awareness of the law enforcement staff, also because the tasks of the

harm reduction project teams and interior officers are opposite and this creates certain difficulties for mobile points.
Their visitors are often detained by police near the
parking place of
the bus and this
could become
the reason of
distrust from the
part of drug users. It is also
problematic to
work with junior
and mid-level interior officers due to
frequent turnover of staff. Every six
months about a half of the personnel is new and there’s a need to organize training again. Evgeniya and
Elena advised to initiate similar work in
Minsk by approaching psychologists of
the Interior Departments or inspector for
educational work.
Vyacheslav Samarin, Project Consultant:
— Study of the collaboration of nongovernmental association and law enforcement agencies of St. Petersburg
has demonstrated the ways of building
up a constructive dialogue through finding a common language in relations
between NGO and interior officers. I
hope that the experience of St. Petersburg colleagues can be useful and appropriate for Belarus.

IMPORTANT PRECONDITION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
by Victor
SVIRELIN,
Head of the
Environmental Education
Department of the Belarusian Research Center “Ecology”, Senior
Manager of the Republican Courses for upgrading the environmental
specialists’ qualification
Environmental education
is intended to promote environmental culture and a careful attitude to nature, as well
as to facilitate the implementation of the sustainable development strategy. Consistent environmental education
helps individuals and communities to adopt the system of
values and incentives as well
as the willingness to act and
live in harmony with the nature. Postgraduate environmental training of professionals representing various sectors is of particular impor-

tance as many of these people do not have special environmental background.
The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental
Protection of the Republic of
Belarus organizes training
aimed at upgrading the qualification of the staff of the
nature conservation departments of various
ministries and the environmental
units of enterprises
within the
framework
of the Republican
Courses
for upgrading the environmental specialists’ qualification at the
Environmental Education Department of the Belarusian
Research Center “Ecology”.
On 1 March 2001 the Courses will celebrate the 10th anniversary. During this period
the Courses have offered
training to over 2000 people,

mainly specialists employed
within the system of the Ministry of Natural Resources
and Environmental Protection, Ministry of Industry, Ministry of Housing and Communal Services, Ministry of
Transport and Communication, Ministry of Architecture and
Construction,
Ministry of Education
and
etc... Highly efficient
training is
delivered by
160 teachers,
including 13
Doctors of Science and 41 Assistant Professors. In addition to
lectures, 30% of the training
time is dedicated to practical
studies involving visits to different enterprises (such as
Closed-type JSC “Atlant”,
Open JSC “The Minsk Bearing Plant”, the Minsk Tractor
Plant, Open JSC “Keramin”
and others).

Control tests covering the
main sections of the training
program have been developed by the teaching staff.
Teachers do their best to
employ advanced techniques
and computer programs
(multimedia manuals and
trainers).
We are happy that Maxim
Vergeichik, the UNDP Environmental Program Coordinator attended the training in
2002. To a certain extent this
has a symbolic meaning as
the UNDP Office and our
courses opened practically at
the same time. In 2002 the
UN Office celebrated the 10th
anniversary of its presence in
Belarus, we are to celebrate
our anniversary this year.
Happy anniversary to you and
to ourselves!
Contact
telephone
numbers of the Courses
for upgrading the environmental specialists’ qualification are: 234-85-39,
234-75-27.

BELARUSIAN JUSTICE IN LIGHT
OF INTERNATIONAL STANDARDS
allow the Supreme Court to achieve
greater consistency in introducing single approaches to the interpretation and
application of the new legislation when
administering justice on criminal, civil
and administrative cases. Within the
framework of the regional workshops we
have managed to discuss and to pilot a
number of specific recommendations on
the application of the legislation with
regard to illicit drug trafficking and bribery. We have also succeeded to find
mutually acceptable solutions in ensuring the principle of competitive judicial
procedures on penal and civil cases. It
was very important for us to study the
experience of our neighbors (Lithuania,
Ukraine and Poland) in the field of pe-

nal and legal defense of civil (economic) transactions based on market and
economic freedom considerations.
Ivan MIRONICHENKO, Deputy
Chairman of the Supreme Court of the
Republic of Belarus, Chairman of the
Board of Judges on civil cases of the
Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus, Honorable Lawyer of the Republic of Belarus:
— In terms of the project implementation, we have managed to discuss one of
the most important aspects of improving
the judicial system of Belarus. I mean the
introduction of the institution of Courts of
Appeal which are totally new for us. In
the context of enforcing the international
standards of justice, the Courts of Appeal are intended to play the most important role in ensuring fair justice with
regard to all persons appealing to courts
for the protection of their rights and interests. The attitude of judges to the establishment of Courts of Appeal is fairly
ambiguous. However, at the workshops
we have succeeded to find acceptable
solutions. It is very important for judges
to get familiar with the standards of appeal because its elements are already in
place and are reflected in the Civil Procedure Code of the Republic of Belarus.
By the end of 2003 it is expected to develop the Law on the Courts of Appeal
and this will be an important step in adopting the international standards of justice
in our country. As a follow-up to the
project it would be desirable to set up a

group of experts dealing with the elaboration of organizational and procedural
mechanisms of administering the justice
of appeal in Belarus.
Valery KALINKOVICH, a judge
of the Supreme Court of the Republic of Belarus:
— The Penal Code, which was enforced effective 1 January 2001 has established that administration of justice
on criminal cases should be based on
the principles of competition and equality of prosecution and defense. It is a
fairly new provision for our justice system because it means a shift from punitive justice where the court was expected to perform the referred function
toward the system of democratic justice where the
court shall make a
decision based on
the assessment of
the evidence presented by the
prosecution and
defense and shall
issue a verdict exclusively within the
respective charge.
Unfortunately, the
adoption of the
procedures and
principles of the
competitive justice
by the Belarusian
courts does not go smoothly because
different approaches and functions of
justices have been implanted in the
mentality of judges. Therefore, it was
especially useful that at the regional
workshops, we could discuss the acute
issues of applying the principles of competitive justice on criminal cases and
also could organize for judges a kind of
training in the technique of proceedings
based on the principles of competition.
Tadeush VORONOVICH, Chairman
of the Vitebsk Regional Court:
— The progress achieved by the BSU
Institute of for Re-training and Upgrading
the Qualification of Judges, Staff of Prosecutor’s Officers and Legal Institutions
and the Supreme Court within the framework of the UNDP project is important
primarily for district judges because it was
the first time when they were invited to
discuss pressing problems of their daily
work. It was very important for them to
understand how these problems are seen
by the representatives of higher judicial
authorities and legal experts. Unfortunately, there’s a lot of such problems. For
example, many legislative provisions do
not reflect the current realities and thus
prevent us from ensuring decent legal
competence of verdicts, in terms of equality and impartiality. Therefore, training at
the regional level should continue because it helps to achieve significant improvements at the level in the justice system, which is most close to people, their
daily concerns and problems.
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Vladimir KHOMICH, Project National
Coordinator, Deputy Director of the
BSU Institute for Re-training and Upgrading the Qualification of Judges,
Staff of Prosecutor’s Officers and Legal Institutions, Doctor of Law, PhD:
— The reform of the Belarusian legislation that resulted in adoption of codified laws has highlighted the problem of
the appropriate application of the totally
new provisions set forth in these documents. It was obvious that the law enforcement system of Belarus and its key
pillar – the courts – would be able to operate efficiently in the new legal environment only if the international standards
on justice administration are observed and
followed in daily work. Therefore, the
UNDP project was
very timely and useful in terms of both
adopting democratic principles set
forth in the new legislation and enhancing the recognition
by judges of the
need to comply with
these principles in
daily practices.
Among the important outcomes of
the project it is
worth noting the
development of the
corporative approach of judges to the
pressing problems of justice, enhancement of its significance and role in building up a rule-of-law state, in protecting
the inherent rights and freedoms of a
person, in ensuring the balance of the
legal interests of public power and private interests of a person. The project
has helped to establish the system for
initial discussion of acute issues at the
level of the Supreme and regional courts.
Many of such issues have been discussed
in details at the regional workshops organized in the Minsk, Brest, Vitebsk and
Gomel regions. The project has also involved initiation and elaboration of the
draft laws aimed at enhancing the Penal
and Penal Procedure Codes in the context of further liberalization of penal policy, improving the procedures of competitive court proceedings, ensuring presumption of innocence, strengthening of
judicial supervision over pre-trial investigation and execution of sentences.
Pyotr MIKLASHEVICH, First Deputy
Chairman of the Supreme Court of the
Republic of Belarus:
— The project implemented in Belarus with the involvement of the Supreme Court has allowed us to enhance
compliance with the international democratic standards in court practices. It
is very important that the project has
involved the establishment in the regional courts of the organizational units for
reviewing and summarizing court practices at the regional level. This would
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The results of the project “Application of International Instruments” as seen by its participants

WORLD BANK ANNOUNCED
AN INNOVATION COMPETITION

UN WORKS

In January
2003
the
World Bank
announced
the Innovation
Competition
«Effective Ideas for Empowerment of Communities». The competition is
opened for non-governmental organizations from
Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine
and their partners.
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— Such program is our first
experience, — said Irina Oleinik, Public Relations Officer
of the World Bank Country Office in Belarus. — The purpose of the competition is to
enhance capacities of people
and organizations to mobilize
resources and to jointly address acute problems thus
improving the quality of life.
Productive collaboration of
local authorities, businesses,
non-governmental organizations and different categories

of the population is the most grants varies from $ 7000 —
important component of $ 15000. It is expected that
strengthening social potential. other donors will also proThe Innovation Competi- vide support to the interesttion is seen by its organiz- ing ideas.
ers as a good opportunity to
The main participation represent
quirements
the organiare the folSpecial nomination
zation and
lowing: inTo expand cooperation beits
pronovative
tween the countries, the speg r a m s
way of adcial nomination «Three Counwithin the
dressing
tries – One Team» was estabcall
for
the issue
lished. The best joint idea deproject
w h i c h
veloped by the organizations
proposals
would asfrom Belarus, Moldova and
and to obsume the
Ukraine will get a grant worth
tain supuse of new
of 40000 USD. The mandatory
port
for
approachcondition is the achievement
the implees aimed at
of concrete project outcomes
mentation
achieving
in three countries.
of ideas, to
concrete
address
results and
problems facing the region the establishment of partneror social group and, there- ship relations between the
fore, to contribute to the organizations of various levdevelopment of the country. els. The implementation time
The World Bank will offer framework of the submitted
grants total of 260000 USD; projects is 12 months startthe amount of individual ing from 1 July 2003.

The competition will be
held in two stages. In January – February non-governmental organizations are expected to forward project
proposals to the World Bank
Offices in Minsk, Kiev and
Kishinau. In March the competent board composed of
the representatives of the
World Bank, donor agencies
and civil society experts will
select 45 final participants
(15 from each country). They
will be invited to present
their projects at the Innovation Competition Final, which
will be held in the Minsk Palace of Arts on 27 May 2003.
It is worth noting that those
interested will be given an
opportunity to take part in
the exhibition of projects-finalists and to learn what
have been the criteria for
selecting winners and to enhance understanding of the
capacities of non-governmental organizations.

Ms. Zuzana Brixiova,
IMF Resident Representative for Belarus and Lithuania,

On the Recent IMF Mission to Belarus
An IMF mission, led by Mr. Thomas Richardson, Deputy Division
Chief in the IMF’s European II Department, concluded its work on
February 10, 2003. The mission
conducted the Article IV consultation discussions with the authorities during its stay in Minsk,
which began on January 28. Article IV missions are conducted with
every member country of the IMF,
and the report of the last Article
IV mission was discussed by the
IMF Executive Board in January
2002. The main tasks of this mission were: to assess economic
developments during 2002, to analyze the outlook for 2003 as well
as for the medium term, and to
provide policy recommendations
and discuss future collaboration
between Belarus and the IMF.
The mission’s preliminary findings were that, while there has
been noticeable progress in several areas of structural reforms —
including reduction of cross-subsidization and expansion of price
liberalization – overall economic
performance in 2002 was mixed.
The official economic data reporting GDP growth of 4.7 percent appear to be robust, but inventories

as well as tax and inter-enterprise
arrears grew significantly. Inflation, although reduced from previous years due to tighter monetary policy, continues to be the
highest among the countries of
the former Soviet Union. Regarding macroeconomic policies for
2003, the mission recommended
tighter monetary policy, supported by an appropriately prudent
fiscal stance. However, the mission advised against disproportionate cuts in social spending; it
instead suggested other measures, including scaling back budgetary lending, eliminating inflationary financing of housing construction, and reducing inefficient
support to agriculture and industry. The mission underscored the
urgency of speeding up the macroeconomic stabilization and relevant structural reforms in light of
the authorities’ intention to peg
the Belarusian rubel to the Russian ruble as of January 1, 2004.
Looking ahead, the mission noted that the Belarusian authorities
continue to favor a slow path of
economic reforms as a means of
ensuring that important social objectives are not undermined dur-

ing the transition to a market
economy. While the mission
shares the authorities’ concerns
about the social consequences of
transition, it believes that in Belarus the costs of gradualism –
which include lower growth and
deteriorating living standards over
longer run – are outweighed by
the benefits of accelerated market reforms.
Given the positive record of Belarus in implementing IMF technical assistance recommendations,
the mission strongly supported
expansion of such assistance, including expert missions in the areas of monetary operations, tax
policy, fiscal transparency, and
possibly legislation aimed at controlling money laundering. Related forms of collaboration between
Belarus and the IMF could include
a central bank safeguard assessment, and assistance to speed the
subscription of Belarus to the
IMF’s Special Data Dissemination
Standard (SDDS).
The findings of the Article IV
consultations mission are expected to be presented to the IMF’s
Executive Board in the mid-April
2003.

On 17-22 January 2003
the Romanian town of
Bushten (Transylvania)
hosted the United Nations
Population Fund (UNFPA)
regional meeting of six
subcluster countries of the
European region: Belarus,
Bulgaria, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Moldova,
Romania and Ukraine. The
previous meeting was held
in summer 2001 also in
Romania. However, the list
of participating countries
has changed compared to
the previous meeting as
Bulgaria, Bosnia and
Herzegovina were included in the subcluster at the
beginning of 2003.

broadly discussed. There
havebeen
a
lot
of
changes,such as identification of the new strategic priorities of the organization,
strengthening of the UNFPA
Country Offices, development of the new policy on
human resources, introduction of the information and
experience exchange system
both at the subcluster and
regional levels, and worldwide, the change of the
Fund’s image and logo.
These changes have an
explicit effect on the UNFPA
activities in different countries. Planning and implementation of the projects and
programs should be more
oriented toward an outcome.
This would require enhanced
knowledge and skills of the
program staff and, therefore,
such issues as the forms and
mechanisms of planing,
monitoring and evaluation
were also discussed at the
meeting. It was decided to
maximize the use of the experience of the subcluster
countries and the UNFPA individual experts in project im-

plementation and evaluation.
A separate discussion focused on the activities, which
are relatively new for the
Fund such as domestic and
sexual violence, trafficking in
women and children, involvement of men in reproductivehealth related activities, aging of the population.
Within the framework of
the meeting the UNFPA
Country Director held consultations with the national representatives. The meeting
with Belarus’ representatives
focused on the prospects of
the UNFPA program activities
in the field of reproductive
health and the need for developing a comprehensive
long-term project on reproductive health.
In conclusion, the objective of the meeting was met,
which was to identify priority
areas and methods of the
UNFPA work in each country
in 2003. The participants decided that such meetings
should be held on a regular
basis twice a year. The next
meeting will be held in September 2003 in Kiev.

UNFPA New Country Director
is satisfied with the Fund’s
performance in Belarus
In early February Dr. Peer Sieben, the UNFPA Country Director
visited Belarus. Dr. Sieben is also
responsible for the UNFPA activities in Romania, Moldova,
Ukraine, Bulgaria, Bosnia and
Herzegovina. Within the framework of the visit Dr. Sieben met
with senior officials of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of
Health and Ministry of Labor and
Social Protection. The UNFPA
Country Director has shared his
impressions with the UN Bulletin
correspondent.
— To a certain extent my visit to
Minsk gave me an opportunity to introduce myself to the Belarusian Government in the capacity of the new
Country Director of the UNFPA.
The meeting in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs was brilliant, I was given a
very warm welcome. Our discussion
with Foreign Minister Mikhail Khvostov focused on the issues of cooperation between Belarus and UNFPA,

particularly on the priority areas of joint
efforts and prospects of further collaboration. We briefed the Minister
about the Fund’s activities in Belarus,
about the reproductive health problems facing the country such as high
rate of abortion and the related infertility, the increase in sexually transmitted infections, AIDS, trafficking in
human beings… We have also focused
on one of the major problems of Belarus – decreasing population and decline of the birth rate – and have discussed the underlying reasons and
potential impacts.
We have also discussed the possibility of Belarus making a voluntary
contribution to the UNFPA. I’ve
stressed that the amount of contribution is of minor importance, it is
rather a message confirming Belarus’
commitment to the UNFPA mandate
and activities. I’ve got an impression
that I found understanding from the
part of the Minister.
The same issues have been discussed at the meetings with Antonina

Morova, Minister of Labor and Social
Protection, and Ludmila Postoyalko,
Minister of Health. We reached a preliminary agreement that the UNFPA
would provide technical assistance to
Belarus in developing the legislation on
reproductive health and family violence.
We agreed that the country needs to
formulate a holistic population policy.
In general I am satisfied with the
progress of the UNFPA projects’ implementation in Belarus which is a
good basis for expanding the UNFPA
activities in the country.
More on page 12
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by Tatiana HAPLICHNIK, UNFPA Program
Coordinator in Belarus

Seventeen people – UNFPA program and administrative staff from the subcluster
countries - participated in the
meeting. Not all countries of
the region have the UNFPA
offices and, therefore, every
country was represented by
1-3 national officers. Mr Peer
Sieben, a new Country Director of the UNFPA also participated in the meeting.
Presentations of the UNFPA activities in different
countries were made. As our
countries face similar population and development problems, particularly those related to the reproductive health,
the exchange of information
and experience was very
useful. The UNFPA efforts in
Belarus on reproductive
health of teenagers and HIV/
AIDS prevention received a
positive appraisal of all participants of the meeting. Enhanced pace of the program
coverage in the country was
also praised.
The UNFPA global transformation process and its impacts for the Fund’s activities in some countries were
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REGIONAL MEETING HAS DEFINED UNFPA
PRIORITIES FOR 2003

UNFPA New Country
Director is satisfied
with the Fund’s
performance in Belarus
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January • February • 2003

12

— Mr. Sieben, it would be
interesting to get your vision
of the UNFPA activities in Belarus compared to other
countries under your responsibility.
— There’s a whole number
of similar problems facing the
Eastern European countries
such as spread of HIV/AIDS often caused by drug injection,
trafficking in human beings, decreasing population. The difference is that in Ukraine, for example, serious project work
within the UNFPA framework
started in mid-1990s while in
Belarus it was launched only
two years ago. In my opinion,
however, it is very promising
that the countries of the region
are willing to learn from each
other, to exchange experience
and to take advantage of good
lessons and to try to avoid mistakes made by others.
There’s one more difference.
At present there are almost no
bilateral donors in Belarus i.e.
individual countries acting as
donors. In other countries bilateral donors are very active
and this is largely due to the
EU efforts. It means that the
UNFPA finds it much easier to
establish partnerships in other
countries than in Belarus. Consequently, the bigger amount
of the money raised, the more
we are able to address the
emerging problems more efficiently.
— Which issues have you
discussed at the meeting
with Neil Buhne, the UN Resident Coordinator in Belarus?
— Mr. Buhne has briefed me
about the UN activities in Belarus and about social, economic and political situation in
the country. Obviously, we have
focused on the implementation
of the UNFPA projects in Belarus. It was decided to give a
six month extension to the
project «Reproductive Health
Information and Services for
Teenagers and Youth». Now the
new four-year project on reproductive health is being developed. We will try to expand
geographically: probably, the
Chernobyl-affected territories
will be soon covered by the
UNFPA activities.

Russian Language Programme for refugees
In addition to the mandate for ensuring
international protection of refugees, the
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is instructed to provide assistance to refugees in searching for durable solutions solutions.
Integration of refuges in countries of asylum is one
of such solutions and an important component of
the protection efforts.
One of the most acute
obstacles in the integration process is that most
refugees do not know the
language of the host
country. The developed
countries, as a rule, offer
certain amount of language training hours as
part of the compulsory integration program for refugees which is supported
by the government. Unfortunately, the Law of the
Republic of Belarus “On
refugees” does not provide for such kind of assistance to people who
have been granted the
refugee status.
The UNHCR Office in
Belarus pays a particular

attention to the integration
of the recognized refugees to the Belarusian
society. Jointly with the
Belarusian Red Cross and
the Philological Faculty of
the Belarusian State University, the UNHCR Office
has developed the Russian language training
program for refugees
which has been implemented for several years.
Since 1998 the Russian
language courses for refugees, asylum seekers
and persons who have
applied for the refugee
status have been functioning at the Philological Faculty of the Belarusian State
University (BSU). The BSU

best professors specializing in philology have been
involved in training of refugees. Classes are held
three times a week in six
groups consisting of 6 –
10 people each.
During four years about
150 refugees have attended the courses helping
them to build-up self-confidence and to develop
ability to solve many problems through the own efforts. Forty-seven persons
including thirty-four women finished the courses in
December 2002. At
present 41 persons study
at the courses. Training for
refugees is offered for
free. Furthermore, based
on the results of the exams, the best students
receive stipends financed
by the UNHCR Office in
Belarus.
This program has permitted the enhancement
of technical capacities of
the BSU Philological Faculty. The UNHCR Office
has donated computers,
photo coping and communication equipment which
are used by professors
and students of the Faculty. The Faculty environment has benefited a lot
from creative energy and
original culture brought by
the students from Afghanistan, Rwanda and Ethiopia. Ivan Rovdo, Dean of
the BSU Philological Faculty, says that “refugees
are very diligent, polite and
industrious students”.

Kasim Emal, a refugee from Afghanistan is one of those who have finished
the Russian language courses.
“For us, refugees, who did not know the Russian or the Belarusian languages before, these courses are especially useful.
My parents and myself came to Belarus in 1995. As we did not know the language
it was very difficult to communicate. But we had to approach various agencies for
registration and formalization of the refugee status. My sister and I entered a secondary school. During the first three years it was fairly difficult to study as we did not have
even a basic knowledge of the language. Not always our teachers could find time for
individual tutorials.
Then we started to attend the Russian language courses at the Belarusian State
University. The courses helped us to get basic knowledge and to develop ability to use
the Russian language. Now, according to teachers, my sister, Lina Kasim, an 11-year
student of the secondary school, speaks with minor accent and in the evenings she
works as an interpreter. But for the courses I would not have been able to enter the
Linguistic University in 2001 and it is my second year now.
We, refugees, are very grateful and do respect the teachers of the Philological
Faculty of the Belarusian State University. They are probably the most skilled teachers
of the Russian language in Belarus. We would like to thank them for their tolerance and
professionalism; they gave us both the knowledge and part of their heart. Like all other
students of the courses I would like to express particular gratitude to the UNHCR
Office in Belarus that provides funding for this extremely valuable project”.

THE NEW LAW OF THE REPUBLIC OF BELARUS «ON REFUGEES»
Since 1995 the UNHCR has been providing assistance to Belarus via its Country Office in Minsk.
In May 2001, following considerable preliminary joint work of the Belarusian authorities and the
UNCHR Country Office, Belarus joined the fundamental international treaties on refugees – the 1951
Convention and the 1967 Protocol Relating to the Status of Refugees. This step integrated Belarus
into the international refugee protection system and was welcomed by the international community.
After joining the Convention and the Protocol, Belarus had to adopt the new wording of the Law of
the Republic of Belarus «On refugees» in order to bring the national legislation in line with the
international treaties.
more clear and convenient
for enforcement. Based on
the accepted international

asylum seekers are ensured: compulsory free-ofcharge medical examination; emergency medical care and
first aid services at no
charge; access of their
children and
children of
refugees to
m e d i c a l
care on the
equal basis
with the children – citizens of the
Republic of
Belarus.
Tthe Law
A seminar with Belarusian Parlamentarians devoted to the Law on Refugees,
March 2002 s t i p u l a t e s
that children
vention, rejected the bill norms and international of refugees and asylum
and returned it for re-con- agreements of the Repub- seekers should have the
sideration. The corrected lic of Belarus, the Law pro- same access to schools
draft Law was finally adopt- vides for legal, economic and pre-school facilities
ed by the Parliament in No- and social guarantees for as children – citizens of
vember 2002. On 4 Janu- the protection of the rights the Republic of Belarus
ary 2003 the Law was and interests of refugees (the previous Law had no
signed by the President of and asylum seekers.
provisions about medical
the Republic of Belarus.
The whole number of care and education.
The new wording of the Law provisions used earlier as
«On refugees» will come grounds to deny a refugee
As proposed by the UNinto force on 18 July 2003. status to a foreigner, such HCR, the earlier provision
The new Law has simpli- as illegal crossing of the on granting the refugee stafied and streamlined in ac- state border, have been re- tus for a limited period of
cordance with the interna- moved from the new Law. time has been removed
tional standards the access The grounds for denying from the new Law. Accordto the refugee status de- refugee status have been ing to the new Law the time
termination procedure, has brought in line with the is not limited and depends
s h o r t e n e d t h e l i s t o f 1951 Convention. The new on the situation in the refugrounds for denying refu- Law provides the right to gee’s country of orgin.
gee status and has provid- court protection to foreignThe new Law “On refued for the right to appeal ers who have been denied gees” is a considerable
the denial to the court and refugee status (Articles 17 achievement in terms of enthe access to medical care and 31).
suring the protection of refand education for refugees
ugees. The UNHCR, howand asylum seekers. ParThe Law has enhanced ever, will continue to review
ticular attention is given to the authority of local exec- the practical implementasuch issues as family reuni- utive and administrative tion of some provisions,
fication and guardianship. bodies in the issues of which, if misinterpreted,
The new Law is better guardianship or foster care may contradict the relevant
framed; it does not longer of separated refugee chil- international norms. The
include non-applicable dren.
UNHCR has accepted the
provisions and gives a
Article 22 of the Law invitation of the Belarusian
clearer distribution of au- deals with ensuring the authorities to forward prothority between the govern- principle of unity of a refu- posals on improving regumental agencies dealing gee’s family.
lations to be changed folwith refugee issues. The
In accordance with the lowing the adoption of the
Law is less extensive, it is Law, the following rights of new Law “On Refugees”.

UN WORKS

the House of Representatives, the Council of Republic, following UNHCR inter-
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The UNHCR Office in Belarus proposed that the new
Law should reflect fundamental principles set
forth in the
Convention,
the Protocol, other international
regulations
on refugees
and Conclusions of the
UNHCR Exe c u t i v e
Committee.
Following
the instructions of the
Council of
Ministers of
the Republic
of Belarus
the Ministry of Labor to set
up a Working Group consisting of the representatives of ministries, government agencies and research institutions. The new
draft Law comprised
amendments to the Law
«On Legal Status of Foreign
Citizens and Stateless Persons in the Republic of Belarus» and the new wording
of the Law «On Refugees».
The legislation on refugees
and relevant experience of
Ukraine, Moldova, Hungary,
Germany and Lithuania and
other countries were reviewed and used in the process of elaboration of the
new Law.
The new Law of the Republic of Belarus “On alteration and amendments of
some legislative acts of the
Republic of Belarus in connection with accession of
the Republic of Belarus to
the Convention and the Protocol Relating to the Status
of Refugees” was passed
by the House of Representatives of the National Assembly in October 2002.
Due to an unexpected lastminute amendment introduced to the draft Law during the second reading in

BEE-THE-BROOM
AND UNICEF FULFILL
CHILDREN’S WISHES

UN WORKS

On 28 January the closing ceremony of the All-Belarusian Children and Youth
Creative Competition “Say “YES” for Children” held by the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) jointly with the National television, the newspaper “Komsomolskaya Pravda” and the «Red Graphic» company was held in the National
Museum of the History and Culture of Belarus.
Elena Selchonok, UNICEF Program Coordinator in Belarus:
— We think that our competition was a success. More than 836 participants from all over
Belarus contributed their works to the competition , the age of those who had taken part
in the competition ranged from 3 to 24 years
of age. Many of the contestants had sent more
than one work but a whole selection, so in
reality the number of works submitted was even
greater.
The youngest participant of the competition,
Nastya Kot, is only three years old (Photo 1).
We were especially happy to receive the works
by very young children, they cannot themselves
yet read the requirements for taking part in the
competition and bring their works. This means
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Nastya Kot (3 years, Minsk)
with Mom and Dad

that the parents also participated in the competition: they helped their children, drew together, thought of the format of the picture and
came together to us- all the family.
We love absolutely all the works sent to
our competition. But there are always works
with a history of their own, which we cherish
especially. The “Bee-the-Broom” was sent to
us from the town of Petrikov (Photo 2). Its
authors, Zhenya Rikhtikov and Ludmila Solyanichenko, in their “visitor’s card” told us that
this magic Bee-the-Broom sweeps away all
the children’s trials and tribulations and each
of the twigs of the magic broom is a child’s
wish. The guide accompanying the visitors of
the exhibition during the display told them
about this and all the children were eager to

The UN Secretary General...
What kind of person is behind this
title? We often see photo of the
former heads of the Organization
sign on display, but at the same time
only few of us know their biography. Today the Bulletin will begin to
tell you about the lives of the leaders of the UN.
TRYGVE LIE
Term of office: 1946-1952

Pasha Raschinsky and his Mom
(on the left) with friends

touch a twig and ask the Bee to fulfill their
wishes…
Yulia Novichenok, “Social Mobilization
for the Rights of the Child” Program Coordinator:
— The works of an eleven year old boy Pasha Raschinsky had also been submitted to our
exhibition (Photo 3). The boy is handicapped
and his spirit just could not leave us indifferent.
Pasha’s work “Dog” got into the finals of the
competition just like all the other works with no
exception having been made for it as during
the selection process the members of the selection committee did not know anything about
the authors apart from their age.
Pasha’s mother told us of how keen to study
her son is and how difficult it is for him: Pasha’s hands do not move and he works with
his feet. Pasha’s teacher says that it would have
been easier for Pasha to study if he had a computer. We appeal to everybody with a request:
if you have a possibility, please help Pasha to
get a computer (the contact person is Yulia
Novichenok, UNICEF, tel. 227-78-22).
Oksana Bushneva (13 years old, Orsha)
wrote a wonderful poem with the title “Say
“YES” for Children!”. This poem speaks of everything we wanted to reflect in this competition, and this testifies to the fact that our children are eager to help us sharing with us their
experience, their vision of the world.
If you say “YES” for children
The good will triumph in the world,
The world will bathe in beauty,
The people laugh with joy.
You will want to be so much better.
There will be more beauty in the world!
And the globe will become bright and gold!
The world, my Mom, my Dad and I
Will go in a round dance!
The people will forgive each other
And want to join us too!
The world will become happier
And no trouble come.
Nature will sing and
Love will weave its thread!

«Bee –the- Broom» written
by Zhenya Rikhtikov
and Ludmila Solyanichenko
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If you say “YES” for children
The good will triumph in the world,
The world will bathe in beauty,
The people laugh with joy.

Trygve Halvdan Lie was born on 16
July 1896, in Oslo, Norway. In 1919 he
obtained a law degree. In 1911 Mr. Lie
became a member of the Norwegian
Labor Party and from 1919 to 1922 he
was an assistant to the Secretary of
the Party. Fifteen years later, Trygve
Lie was the Minister of Justice in the
Labor Party Government for the years
1935-1939, then the Minister of Trade
and Industries from July to September
1939 and, at the time of the outbreak
of the Second World War, became the
Minister of Supply and Shipping. In that
capacity he evolved the provisional
measures that saved the Norwegian
fleet for the Allies after the German invasion in April 1940. In June that year
he went to England, when the Norwegian Government decided to continue
the fight from abroad. He became acting Foreign Minister in December 1940
and was appointed the Foreign Minister of Norway in February 1941.
In April 1945 Trygve Lie led the Norwegian delegation to the United Nations Conference on International Organization in San Francisco. Later he
was the Chairman of the Norwegian
delegation to the United Nations General Assembly in London in January
1946. On 1 February 1946, Mr. Lie was
elected the first Secretary-General
of the United Nations. He was formally appointed by the General Assembly at its 22nd meeting on 2 February
1946. On 1 November 1950 the General Assembly extended Mr. Lie’s term
in office for a further three years. In
November 1952, however, he resigned
from the post of the Secretary-General of the United Nations.
In 1963-1964 Trygve Lie was the
Minister of Industries of Norway and
then, in 1964-65, he was the Minister
of Supply and Shipping. Mr. Lie died in
December 1968.

KURT WALDHEIM
Term of office: 1972-1981

Kurt Waldheim was born in Sankt
Andra-Wordern, near Vienna (Austria)
on 21 December 1918. In 1944 graduated from the University of Vienna as a
Doctor of Jurisprudence. Mr. Waldheim
joined the Austrian diplomatic service
in 1945, and from 1948 to 1951 he
served as the First Secretary of the
Embassy in Paris. He headed the personnel department of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs in Vienna from 1951 to
1955. In 1955 he was appointed the
Permanent Observer for Austria to the
United Nations and later that year became the Head of the Austrian Mission
when Austria was admitted to the Organization. From 1964 to 1968, Mr.
Waldheim was the Permanent Representative of Austria to the United Nations. During that period he was the
Chairman of the Committee on the

U THANT
Term of office: 1961-1971
U Thant was born on 22
January 1909 at Pantanaw,
Burma (now Myanmar), and
received his higher education at the Rangoon University College. Prior to his diplomatic career, U Thant’s experience was in education
and information work. He
served as Senior Master at
the National High School,
which he had attended in
Pantanaw, and in 1931, he became the Headmaster. Before World War II he was a member of Burma’s Textbook Committee and of the Council of
the National Education and a member of the Executive Committee of the Heads of Schools Association. He was also active as a journalist.
In 1947 U Thant was appointed Press Director
of the Government of Burma. In 1948, he became
Director of Broadcasting, and in the following year,
he was appointed the Secretary to the Government of Burma in the Ministry of Information. In
1953 U Thant became the Secretary-at-Large in
the Office of the Prime Minister, and in 1955 he
was assigned additional duties as the Executive
Secretary of Burma’s Economic and Social Board.
From 1957 to 1961 U Thant had been the Permanent Representative of Burma to the United Nations with the rank of Ambassador. During that
period he headed the Burmese delegations to the
sessions of the General Assembly, and in 1959 he
served as one of the Vice-Presidents of the Assembly’s fourteenth session.
In 1961 U Thant was the Chairman of the United Nations Congo Conciliation Commission and
the Chairman of the Committee of the United Nations Capital Development Fund.U Thant began
serving as Acting Secretary-General since 3 November 1961, when he was unanimously appointed by the General Assembly, on the recommendation of the Security Council, to fill the non-expired term of the late Secretary-General, Dag
Hammarskjold. U Thant was then unanimously appointed the Secretary-General by the General Assembly on 30 November 1962 for a term of office
ending on 3 November 1966. In 1966 he was reappointed for a second term as the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations.
U Thant retired after expiration of his second
term in 1971. He died in November 1974 after a
long illness.

Peaceful Uses
of
Outer
Space
and
also
was
elected the
Chairman of
the first United
Nations Conference on the
Exploration
and Peaceful
Uses of Outer
Space.
From January 1968 to April 1970
Mr. Waldheim was the Federal Minister of Foreign Affairs of Austria.
After leaving the Government, he was
elected the Chairman of the Safeguards Committee of the International Atomic Energy Agency, and in
October 1970 he again became the
Austrian Permanent Representative
to the United Nations. In April 1971,
he was one of the two candidates for

the Federal Presidency of Austria. A
few months later he was appointed
the UN Secretary General for the
term of five years starting from 1
January 1972.
During his ten years as the Secretary-General, the United Nations
took part in peace-keeping operations in Cyprus, made continuous
efforts in searching for peace in the
Middle East, in addressing the problems created by war between India
and Pakistan and undertook the Relief Operation in Bangladesh, the
largest relief operation ever undertaken under the United Nations auspices...
After resigning as the SecretaryGeneral in 1986, Kurt Waldheim was
again nominated for the Austrian
presidency. This time he succeeded
to win the elections and within the
next six years he was the President
of Austria.

In the next issue of the UN Bulletin we will tell about the three another Secretaries-General of the United Nations:
Javier Perez de Cuellar, Boutros Boutros-Ghali and Kofi Annan.

DID YOU KNOW THAT…

Dag Hjalmar Agne Carl Hammarskjold was born on 29 July 1905 in
Jonkoping (Sweden). He was the
fourth son of Hjalmar Hammarskjold, Prime Minister of Sweden
during the years of World War I. At
the age of 18 years Dag was enrolled in the Uppsala University and
later received the Bachelor of Arts
degree and the law degree the degree. In 1930 Mr. Hammarskjold
moved to Stockholm where he became a secretary of the Government Committee on Unemployment. At the same time he wrote
his doctor’s thesis in economics. In
1933 he received his doctor’s degree from the University of Stockholm, where he was an assistant
professor in political economy.
At the age of 31 and after having served one year as secretary
in the National Bank of Sweden,
Mr. Hammarskjold was appointed to the post of the Permanent
Under-Secretary of the Ministry
of Finance. He concurrently
served as the Chairman of the
National Bank’s Board, from 1941
to 1948. During the World War II
and postwar period Mr. Hammarskjold played an important part in
shaping Sweden’s financial policy and led a series of trade and
financial negotiations with many
countries. In 1947 he was appointed to the post of Under-Secretary of the Foreign Office of
Norway.

Mr. Hammarskjold was the
Vice-Chairman of the Swedish
Delegation to the Sixth Regular
Session of the United Nations
General Assembly in Paris 19511952, and acting Chairman of his
country’s delegation to the Seventh General Assembly in New
York in 1952-1953.
Mr. Hammarskjold was unanimously appointed the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations by
the General Assembly on 7 April
1953 on the recommendation of the
Security Council. He was re-elected unanimously for another term of
five years in September 1957.
During his terms as SecretaryGeneral, the United Nations Emergency Force was established. In
1957 the Suez Canal dispute was
peacefully solved; the United Nations Observation Group in Lebanon and the United Nations Force
in Congo were established. In 1955,
following Mr. Hammarskjold˜’s visit
to Beijing, China released 15 detained American pilots who served
under the United Nations Command
in Korea. Mr. Hammarskjold was responsible for the organization in
1955 and 1958 of the first and second UN international conferences
on the peaceful uses of atomic energy in Geneva. In 1958 the Council of Ministers of the Belarusian
Soviet Socialist Republic decided to
establish the Resident Mission to
the United Nations which became
the first foreign mission of Belarus.
Dag Hammarskjold traveled to
many countries of Africa, Asia, Europe, the Americas and the Middle East. During one of the trips
(peace-making visit to Congo), on
12 September 1961 Mr. Hammarskjold died in the fatal plane accident. In 1961 he was honored with
the Nobel Prize. Later on the UN
Central Library in New-York was
named after Dag Hammarskjold.
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DAG HAMMARSKJOLD
Term of office: 1953-1961

PRACTICAL MANUAL
on legislative measures for
elimination of family violence

PUBLICATIONS

COMPILATION OF INSTRUMENTS
on the protection of national
minorities in the Republic of
Belarus
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The Preamble to the UN Declaration on the rights of the national,
ethnic, religious or language minorities says that promotion and protection of these people enhances
political and social stability in their
host countries.
Participation of Belarus in the international treaties on
human rights and well-balanced legislative efforts within
the national policy framework are among the key factors
of maintaining the national, ethnic and religious stability
in the country. In order to ensure a broader dissemination of information about the international and national
legislation on the protection of the right minorities, the
UN Office in Belarus jointly with the Committee on Religions and Nationalities under the Council of Ministers of
the Republic of Belarus have developed the compilation
of instruments on the protection of the rights of persons
who belong to the national minorities of the Republic of
Belarus (Belarus is a host countries for the representatives of over 135 nationalities). The unique set of documents contains original texts of the international and national instruments on the protection of the rights of minorities, the information about the national minorities’
associations and religious organizations as well as statistical data on the national structure of the population.
The set of documents is intended primarily for the
representatives of the regional and district departments
of the Committee on the Religions and Nationalities,
representatives of the national minorities, communitybased associations, research and educational institutions and libraries.

The manual has been developed by
the Regional Office of the United Nations Development Fund for Women
(UNIFEM) for CIS countries. It is intended to raise attention to the global problem of violence against women. “Violence against women and family violence, in particular, - reads the manual
– has no borders, it is not associated with certain social groups,
education or the level of economic development of the country. It takes different forms and requires different solutions».
The authors of the manual try to find such solutions.
BELARUSIAN YOUTH ENTER
THE THIRD MILLENIUM

The book has been developed by
the expert of the Reproductive Health
Department of the Research Institute
for Motherhood and Childhood Protection under the support of the
UNFPA Office in Belarus. It covers the
main aspects of life and behavior of
teenagers and young people as well
as the problems facing young families. It summarizes key
findings of the comprehensive review of the health profile
of this population category over the last ten years. The
survey data reflect young people’s attitude to interpersonal relations and the level of awareness and knowledge
on health protection, including sexual and reproductive
health issues.
The book is intended for GPs, obstetrician-gynecologists,
pediatricians, medical doctors working with teenagers, psychologists and education professionals.

The copies are available at the UN Office library. The address is 17 Kirov street (6th Floor, Office 617), Minsk.
Contact telephone number: 227-38-17.

NEW DESIGN OF THE WELL-KNOWN WEB-SITE
Web-site www.un.minsk.by is wellknown to the Belarusian users of the
world wide web. This is the web-site the
United Nations Office in Belarus since
1996.
In January regular visitors to the website noted that the design had changed.
The purpose of upgrading the site maintained by the UN Office Department of
Public Information is to improve presentation of information to the Belarusian
people, especially young people, about
the activities of the United Nations Organization in Belarus and in the rest of the
world. The new site can thus offer better
design, more convenient arrangement of
the information blocks and quicker updating of news compared to the previous one.
Visiting www.un.minsk.by you will find
news digest and announcement of the UN
forthcoming events in Belarus and in the
rest of the world, press releases, the UN
documents, photo archive covering 10 years
of the UN presence in Belarus. Using direct
references you can visit web-sites of the
UN Headquarters in New-York, the UN Offices in Geneva and Vienna and get virtually
connected with the UN Information Centers in any place of the world.
Like before, the web-site makes an
emphasis on covering the projects im-

CALENDAR OF THE
UN EVENTS
MarchMay 2003
8 March — UN Day for Women’s
Rights and International Peace
21 March — International Day for
Elimination of Racial Discrimination
21-27 March — Week of Solidarity
with the Peoples Struggling against
Racism and Racial Discrimination
22 March — World Day for Water
23 March — World Meteorological
Day

plemented by the United Nations Development Program, the United Nations
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), the World
Health Organization, the International
Finance Corporation and other UN agencies. You can find contact information
of their offices in Minsk and can ask online questions to the representatives of
any agency within the Forum. To make
it convenient for users, there’s a quick
search on the Chernobyl-related issues,
HIV/AIDS, human rights, refugees and
etc. Besides, you can find information
about vacancies available within the
United Nations system in Belarus and
world-wide.

7 April — World Health Day
23 April — World Book and Copyright Day
26 April — International Day of Chernobyl
3 May — World Press Freedom Day
15 May — International Day of Families
17 May — World Telecommunication
Day
22 May — International Day for Biological Diversity
31 May — World No-Tobacco Day

